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Tiger moves: CSEAS associate Jui-Ching Wang (School of Music), director of the Asian American Certificate
Program, organized a Lunar New Year field trip for NIU students to Chicago’s Chinatown Feb. 13. The group braved
the cold to visit the Chinese American Museum, enjoy a New Year’s lunch, and watch the annual parade. (Photo /
Matthew Werstler)
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A rice farmer tends his field in Cambodia

This week’s lecture: Building resilience in Cambodia
B. Jan Middendorf, Ph.D., associate director of the Feed the Future Innovation Lab for
Collaborative Research on Sustainable Intensification at Kansas State University (KSU), will
present “Building Resilience through Transformational Change: Lessons from Cambodia” at
noon CST Friday, Feb. 18, in person in Campus Life 100 or via Zoom (registration required).
Middendorf, who received her Ph.D. from KSU, has more than 25 years of experience in project
development, management, implementation and evaluation of interdisciplinary programs in
national and international settings. In her role at the Feed the Future Lab, in addition to
research and impact assessment, she is responsible for establishing and maintaining effective
partnerships with other U.S. and international institutions, industry, the U.S. Agency for
International Development, and development partners. Her talk will focus on her work with the
Cambodian Sustainable Intensification Farmer-to-Farmer Program, a project aimed at
strengthening smallholder farmers, farmer organizations, and agriculture institutions capacity
with the goal of improving food and nutritional security in Cambodia. The NIU Graduate
Colloquium is co-sponsoring Middendorf’s lecture. For information on any CSEAS lecture,
contact Outreach Coordinator Rachael Skog at rskog@niu.edu or CSEAS at cseas@niu.edu.

Help wanted: CSEAS graduate assistant for SEAS 225
CSEAS is accepting applications to be the 2022–23 graduate teaching assistant for SEAS 225,
Southeast Asia: Crossroads of the World, the Center’s undergraduate Southeast Asia survey
course. The assistantship is a full-time (20 hours per week) position. The class is held from 12:30
to 1:45 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays. CSEAS faculty associates in a variety of disciplines will
deliver most of the lectures. You should be advanced in your graduate studies (minimum two
years) and must have knowledge of, or experience in, Southeast Asia in addition to strong
organizational, written, and communication skills. Previous TA experience desirable but not
essential. CSEAS will give preference to those in the process of completing the graduate
certificate in Southeast Asian studies. Position pays a monthly stipend plus full tuition waiver.
CSEAS also provides office space in Pottenger House.
Specific duties include: Developing course syllabus and assessment modules (including
contacting and scheduling faculty guest lecturers); grading all exams, papers and assignments;
keeping office hours for student tutoring and guidance on lecture materials; posting course
material on Blackboard; teaching some classes, including overview lectures and presentations
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relevant to your discipline and research interests. If interested, please submit a GA application,
cover letter, resume, and two reference contacts by 9 a.m. March 11 to CSEAS Assistant Director
Eric Jones at eajones@niu.edu.You may also submit your application by FAX (815-753-1776) or
by mail to Eric Jones, CSEAS, Pottenger House, 520 College View Court, DeKalb, IL 60115.

Street musicians follow their dreams in Jalanan, a 2013 Indonesian film favorite being shown at this year’s Beloit
International Film Festival.

Notes from all over: SEA films in Beloit, SEA Club elections
The Beloit International Film Festival (BIFF), Feb. 25–March 6, will be screening a variety of
Southeast Asian films the second week of the festival in partnership this year with the Laosbased Luang Prabang Film Festival. In addition to a program of new short SEA films, featurelength films to be screened include Jalanan (Indonesia, 2013), Finding Phong (Vietnam, 2015),
Burma Storybook (Myanmar, 2017) and MEKONG 2030, a 2020 anthology film produced by the
Luang Prabang festival. “This collaboration with the Luang Prabang Film Festival is an exciting
step for BIFF and BIFF audiences,” said BIFF director Greg Gerard. “We will have a unique
opportunity to see a whole new aspect of filmmaking from a part of the world that is rapidly
drawing interest from filmmakers and audiences.” See festival schedule for screening times. . .
.Exercise your leadership gene by becoming an officer with the Southeast Asia Club in 2022-23.
Nominations are open to apply for president, vice president, secretary, treasurer, marketing
coordinator, cultural and social events coordinator, and conference coordinator. Questions?
Email current club vice-president, Vilaya (Ling) Sirivong.

University of Notre Dame Professor Caroline Hughes will be the keynote speaker for the Spring Southeast Asia
Student Conference April 9.

Spring SEA student conference to be hybrid event
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The 2022 Spring Southeast Asia Student Conference organizers have announced that the April 9
conference will be hybrid (online and in-person); details and links to be announced. The
keynote speaker will be Caroline Hughes, associate dean for policy and practice in the Keough
School of Global Affairs at the University of Notre Dame. Hughes is also the Rev. Theodore M.
Hesburgh, CSC Chair in Peace Studies at the Kroc Institute for International Peace Studies. Her
area of expertise includes political economy of aid and development in post-conflict and
authoritarian contexts with regional expertise in Southeast Asia. The NIU Graduate Colloquium
is co-sponsoring Hughes’ visit to NIU. Hughes will also present a Colloquium-sponsored talk in
the Spring CSEAS Lecture Series April 8.

A monk enters a temple in Siem Reap, Cambodia.

Apply by March 1 for summer study abroad in Cambodia
Immerse yourself in Cambodian culture, history, society and language during a three-week
CSEAS program May 23 to June 10 with program leaders Paul Edleman, professor of political
science and communication at Sauk Valley College, and Kathleen Westman, professor emerita
of sociology and women’s and leadership studies at Waubonsee Community College. Program
includes 10 days in Phnom Penh, visits to significant modern and ancient historical sites, and
participation in a two-day service-learning project in Siem Reap. Earn three to six credits. Cost
is $3,435 ($500 per-participant grant from CSEAS has been applied to the program cost). Cost
includes housing, most meals, excursions, academic credits and NIU international travel
insurance. Does not include program enhancement fee, airfare, passport and visa fees, and
personal costs. Financial aid may be used to study abroad including Pell grants, Stafford loans,
etc. For more information, contact the NIU Study Abroad Office (Williston Hall 417) at
niuabroad@niu.edu. Deadline to sign up is March 1.

Save the dates: Cambodia study abroad, SEA Club elections







March 1: Deadline to apply to be a 2022-23 Southeast Asia Club officer. NEW
March 1: Deadline to apply for three-week summer Cambodia study abroad program,
May 23-June 10. NEW
April 7–May 27: “Americans in Burma” exhibition, NIU Art Museum. The Burma Art
Collection at NIU displayed through the lens of who collected what since independence
in 1948.
April 8–9: NIU Spring Southeast Asia Student Conference.
April 22: Thai music concert celebrating Songkran with musicians from NIU and Kent
State University, 6:30 p.m. Recital Hall, Music Building. NEW
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Through May 14: Exhibit of nine textile-making practices from around the world
including SEA at Pick Museum of Anthropology. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday-Friday.
Nov. 17–Feb. 18, 2023: “Food for the Soul: Believe and Healing in Burma/Myanmar in
the Age of COVID” exhibition, NIU Art Museum.

Latest Crossroads podcast: Cambodian American identities
In the latest episode of Southeast Asia Crossroads, host and CSEAS
Assistant Director Eric Jones and University of Iowa professor Vichet
Chhuon discuss critical notions of race, identity, and belonging for
Cambodian American youth and families. Drawing from previous
work, Chhuon describes the way that Cambodian American youth
are simultaneously invisible and hypervisible in their school and
community. With 75 episodes, Southeast Asia Crossroads’ following
has grown to more than 50,000 listens since its 2016 debut with
listeners in 100 countries; topics range from history and politics to art and culture. Tune in also
to Napalm in the Morning, an exploration of films dealing with the Vietnam War.

2020–21 Mandala online and in print
How did the CSEAS community spend the pandemic year? Virtual conferences, online classes,
virtual exhibits, online cultural events, and dealing with COVID-19 in Southeast Asia. Check
out our take on a year and a half like no other, plus faculty activities, student news, and alumni
updates, in the combined summer 2020-21 Mandala newsletter, now in print and online.

Conferences, workshops, webinars
Conferences
 (De)Constructing Southeast Asia, March 11–13, virtual. See website.
 Association of Asian Studies Conference, March 24–27, Honolulu. See website. See also
curated list of Southeast Asia panels, courtesy of University of Hawai’i Center for
Southeast Asian Studies.
 Southeast Asia Student Conference, April 9, NIU, hybrid. Hosted by NIU Southeast
Asia Club. For details, see news item above or email niuseaclub@gmail.com.
 Graduate Student Conference, April 6–7, University of Hawai’i-Manoa. Virtual. See
website.
 Midwest Political Science Conference, April 7–10, Chicago IL and virtual. Call for
papers, roundtables and panel proposals. See website.
 Buddhist Identities in Twenty-First Century Asia, April 8–9, University of Cambridge.
See website.
 First International Seminar on Religion, Culture and Peacebuilding, April 28–29,
Payap University, Thailand. Hybrid. See website.
 Southeast Asian Linguistics Society Annual Meeting, May 19–21, University of
Hawai’i-Manoa, virtual and in-person. Call for papers. See website.
 Aquatic Powers: Divine Animals of the Asia-Pacific, June 1–3, Oslo, Norway.
University of Oslo, virtual and possibly in-person. For details, email Dr. Aike P. Rots,
a.p.rots@ikos.uio.no. NEW

6


Society for Historians of American Foreign Relations, June 16–18, New Orleans, inperson. Online sessions, June 10–11. See website.
 EuroSEAS, June 28–July 1, Paris. See website.
Webinars
 The Sovereign Trickster: Death and Laughter in the Age of Duterte: A conversation
with Vincente L. Rafael and Jose Antonio Lucero, 8 to 10 p.m. CST, Feb. 15. University of
Washington Lecture Series. Register here.
 Planes of Disquiet in their Herbarium: University of California-Santa Cruz historian
Kathleen Cruz Gutierrez, 8 to 10 p.m. CST, Feb. 22. University of Washington Lecture
Series. Register here.
 COVID-19: Vaccination and Reopening in Southeast Asia: Country-level and ASEAN
Responses, 8 p.m. CST, Feb. 22. ISEAS webinar. Register here. NEW
 People and Their Forests: Panel discussion part of University of Hawaii Southeast Asia
in Transition Series, 6 to 7:30 p.m. CST Feb. 23. See website. NEW
 Autonomous Knowledge and Decolonial Thought in Malaysia and Singapore: Syed
Farid Alatas, 8 to 10 p.m. CST, March 1. University of Washington Lecture Series.
Register here.

Money for study
U.S. Department of Education
 Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship Program: Funding
opportunity for doctoral students in good standing for up to 12 months of in-country
research. Open to U.S. citizens or permanent residents. Deadline to apply: April 6. See
website. NEW
Center for Indonesian Policy Studies
 Visiting research fellowships: Opportunities for Indonesian and non-Indonesian
students completing their Indonesia-related doctorate and post-graduate theses to
conduct field research in Indonesia over 3-6 month period. No deadline to apply. See
website.
Rotary International
 Rotary Peace Fellowships: Fully paid fellowships for master’s degree (up to two years)
or professional development certificate studies (three months) offered through six
universities worldwide. See website.
ProFellow
 Dissertation Research Fellowships: Check the ProFellow website for 30 different
opportunities for dissertation research funding.

Careers
Art Institute of Chicago
 Curatorial fellowship: Three-year Daniel F. and Ada L. Rice postdoctoral position in
Southeast Asian art and archeology. Appointment begins in September 2022. See job
listing. NEW
University of Louisville

7

Yale


Postdoctoral associate: Center for Asian Democracy seeks candidates for academic year
2022-23 appointment. Deadline to apply: March 7. See job listing. NEW

Postdoctoral associate: Candidates sought for one-year appointment by the Council on
Southeast Asian Studies. Appointment runs July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023. Deadline to
apply: Feb. 25. See website. NEW
U.S.-ASEAN Business Council
 Policy and research internships: Semester internships based in Washington, D.C.
Recent graduates encouraged to apply. Email internships@usasean.org. See website.
Bridge to Success
 English Teachers in China: Ten-month- internships and jobs for English speakers with
bachelor’s degree minimum. See website.
Center for Strategic and International Studies
 Internships: Full- and part-time internships for undergraduates, advanced students and
recent graduates interested in gaining practical experience in public policy. Rolling
deadlines to apply. See website.
Eurasia Group
 See website for job opportunities.
Globaljobs.org
 Job/internship opportunities: Turn area studies into an internship or a career. See job
listings at NGOs, think tanks, government, and private-sector employers. See website.
Chinese Mutual Aid Association
 Interns: Pan-Asian social service organization accepting candidates for interns for
business development, grant writing and workforce development and outreach liaison
duties. Compensation in college credit. See website.
US Department of State
 Student internship program: Internship opportunities for undergraduate and graduate
students at Washington headquarters and US embassies, consulates and missions
worldwide. Explore postgraduate civil-service career paths as well. See program
website. Career opportunities: Internships and jobs posted regularly on website.
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
 Jobs listed under Opportunities tab of ASEAN website.
Devex: Do Good. Do It Well
 International aid and development jobs in 1,000 agencies, companies and NGOs in 100
countries. See website.
DevMetJOBS.org
 International development jobs and consulting opportunities. See website.
Hess International Educational Group
 Teach English across Asia: Taiwan-based organization offers free training, benefits, and
flex scheduling. See website.
Idealist.org
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of nonprofit international jobs and
volunteer opportunities. See website.
Learn How to Become
 Privately funded website offers searchable database of meaningful volunteer and
nonprofit career options and resources. See website.
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ReliefWeb
 Specialized digital service of the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs that posts jobs regularly. See website.
World Health Organization
 Global health agency in the United Nations system encourages online applications for
potential employment. See website.

The future calls
You can help keep Southeast Asian studies program at NIU going strong with your contribution through
the NIU Foundation. To contribute online, see How to Give and where indicated, specify the Center for
Southeast Asian Studies. If your employer matches your charitable donations, please take a moment to
fill out that form and double your contribution. We appreciate every gift. Thank you!
Persons with a disability who need assistance at any Center event may contact CSEAS at 815-753-1771. If you no
longer wish to receive this bulletin, reply to this e-mail with request to remove your name. Thank you.
Center for Southeast Asian Studies • 520 College View Court • Northern Illinois University • DeKalb, IL 60115 •
815-753-1771 (office) • 815-753-1776 (FAX) • cseas@niu.edu (e-mail) • www.niu.edu/clas/cseas/
Facebook • Twitter
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